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Join us at Domain Day
Visit us at Domain Day. Meet with the team, discuss progress of the Tui Mine remediation project and view photographs of the works. 

Date: Sunday, 18 March. 

Time: 9am - 3pm. 

Venue: Te Aroha Domain.

Tui Mine water quality testing shows promising results
Water quality results from the first round of testing at the contaminated Tui Mine look promising.

The most pleasing result is from a site near one of the entrances to the underground mine, 
where there has been a 90 per cent reduction in contaminants.

Phase one of the Tui Mine remediation work on Mount Te Aroha, aimed at reducing 
contaminants being discharged in water seeping from the underground workings, is due for 
completion in June 2012.

Monitoring of water discharges from the mine is undertaken to track the water quality 
improvements expected in mine discharges and the Tunakohoia Stream.

Water quality results from the first round of testing were compared with readings at seven 
sites in 2009 and all but one measurement showed similar or improved results.

These results are typical of what the project team expect as the first phase of the project 
nears completion. Water quality is expected to show an improvement over time.

In the case of the one adverse result at one of the mine entrances, lime slurry will be used to 
treat areas of the mine not reached in earlier stages of the remediation work. This should lead 
to long term improvements in water discharges from this particular entrance in the future.

Ongoing monitoring of both the Tunakohoia and Tui streams will start in September 2013 
following completion of phase two remedial works.

Find out more about the first water quality monitoring results at Te Aroha’s Domain Day  
(see above). 

Work underway
Site drainage work complete. 
Drainage work was undertaken to divert water coming from above the tailings impoundment 
site directly into the Tunakahoia and Tui streams. Check out the images right to see before 
and after.

Stabilisation work 25 per cent complete. 
Stabilisation of the tailings impoundment area is due for completion in March 2013. We’re 
making good progress with 25 per cent already completed. Stabilisation work involves mixing 
the tailings with cement and lime – this reduces the acidity of the tailings and hardens the 
material, turning it into a solid and stable landform.
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Keeping in touch
We want to keep in touch as we work to clean up the Tui Mine. 

Please sign up to our e-newsletter by following the how to 
subscribe information on our website   
www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/tui-mine.

If you would like to be kept up to date with the project but do not 
have internet access, please contact Waikato Regional Council on 
freephone 0800 800 401 and ask for Christina Stewart. Christina 
will arrange for you to continue to receive information through the 
post.

If you have received this newsletter, but do not want to receive 
further communications, please contact Waikato Regional Council 
directly, either:

• in writing to Private Bag 3038, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240; 
or 

• by email to christina.stewart@waikatoregion.govt.nz; or 

• by phone on 0800 800 401.

Who to call 
• People wanting more information about the walking tracks 

near the construction site should contact Andrew Baucke from 
the Department of Conservation on (07) 578 7677.

• For information about the project, contact project manager 
Ghassan Basheer at Waikato Regional Council   freephone 
0800 800 401.

• For information about the Contaminated Sites Remediation 
Fund;  www.mfe.govt.nz/issues/hazardous/contaminated/
remediation-fund.html

Visit us at Domain Day on Sunday, 18 March at Te Aroha Domain, 
102 Whitaker St, Te Aroha.
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Tailings dam remediation site, looking west (photo by Tonkin and Taylor)


